
Some people are not reading deep-enough
into the text of the Bible, and are coming
away with an inverted view of one of its

important teachings.
   The most common passage that people refer to in claiming 
that the Bible teaches us not to judge begins at Matthew 7:1:

   And if this were the extent of that passage, it could be more 
readily recognized as a passage that discourages any types of 
judging. But that's not where the verse's message ends. It 
continues:

   But verses 3-5 are where the true meaning of the passage 
really comes to life:

   To read this passage in its entirety, sheds a whole new light on
what it is really saying. The true message it is conveying, isn't 
that we shouldn't judge at all, just not hypocritically.

"Judge not, that ye be not judged."

                    "For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again."

   "And why beholdest thou the mote (splinter) that is in thy 
brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine 
own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, let me pull 
out the mote out of thine eye; and behold, a beam is in thine
own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of 
thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out 
the mote out of thy brother's eye."  (key word: "then")

   We often judge others to rightfully decide whether that 
person is doing good or evil, right or wrong, etc., in order to 
then decide whether we want to follow their lead in seeing 
their good values, or to not "hang around" with them when we
have found bad, unscriptural morals, as a result of our better 
"judgment". And that's precisely what we are supposed to do. 
God tells us in several places that this is why we are learning 
right from wrong according to the Bible in the first place.
   Otherwise, how would we be able to teach right from wrong
to further generations of our children if we are not making 
sound godly judgments ourselves?
   God's Word presents an interesting scenario of what we will 
ourselves be called to do regarding judgment when we get to 
his kingdom:

   Did you know that part? Isn't that a great honor and 
responsibility we are going to have?  We are going to be 
judging the angels when we get to heaven! If God is 
expecting us to someday judge the angels, then doesn't it 
stand to reason that he will want us to work on sharpening 
those skills of judgment on "things that pertain to this life" 
just as the passage says?

                         "Dare any of you, having a matter against 
another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints?
Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? And if 
the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the 
smallest matters? Know ye not that we shall judge angels? 
How much more the things that pertain to this life?"

(I Corinthians 6:1-3)
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