
   Yeah, that’s a good question.  When DO we really become 

Christians? 
Well first, what’s God’s leading qualifier  for Christians?  In the Bible 

we find a recurring theme:  “Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). 

   What’s that mean? 
   It means that we must “bury” our old ungodly, sinful ways of living 
our lives, and commit ourselves to a life the way God calls us to do in 
the Bible, thereby being “born all over again” (in a sense) to the new 
life we will then live in Christ.  To accomplish this, we all need to 
repent (become completely ashamed and regretful for all the wrongs 
we’ve done to God and others), confessing a desire to make things 
right with God, His way, through a full belief in the death, 
resurrection and authority of His Son, Jesus Christ, where we can 
then be accepted as “Christians”. 

   Our church doesn’t really teach all of that. Why not? 
    Many churches over the years, have lost sight of their focus on 
God, and some so much so, that they have unknowingly in many 
cases, begun to focus rather, on their own man-made ‘adjustments’ 
to what Christ taught instead. This includes even very old churches, 
as they’ve had more time to become more complacent than others, 
and have fallen out of the guidelines that the Bible had set down for 
the church.  Also, some newer churches may have even started off 
wrong right out of the gate, just by using one of the many inaccurate 
Bibles man has generated recently, thereby leading them right back 
into a similar trap as the other churches. 

   Are you SURE we have to do that “born again” thing? 

    Very sure. Here it is mentioned again in John 3:3:  “Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
   It’s also found in I Peter 1:23  as well. 

   But doesn’t baptism do something like that? 
   Although baptism may be a very important first act of obedience 
for some who wish to publicly profess their new commitment to God 
after  becoming a Christian, it can’t help them in the least, in being 
accepted as a Christian by God to begin with, or in getting into 
heaven.  We do not achieve a Christian status by works, but by faith. 

   Okay, but isn’t God gonna see all the years I went to church, and 
consider how close I am to being “born again”? 
   We can’t just expect to be in any stages of ‘considering’ that 
commitment to God, and call ourselves Christians, any more than we 
could honestly spend days (or even years) at the window of a car 
dealership staring in at a new car, claiming to be that car’s owner, 
can we?  We have to (as they say) either “put up or shut up”.  We 
have to get off the fence and actually go for it. If we’re too fussy 
about the color, what kind of engine or radio it has, are afraid of 
committing to such a steep price, or even want to first be satisfied 
that it will always comfortably perform to our liking, we’ve still not 
made the necessary commitment to that dealer, no matter how 
“close” it feels. 
   It is only when we go inside and commit to a full payment for that 
car to the dealer, and he accepts accepts accepts accepts the arrangement, that we can then 
claim to be that car’s owner. 
It’s similar when becoming a Christian. Until we have given our all to 
God in the form of a commitment that he can then recognize in our 
hearts as genuine, we can’t call ourselves Christians either. We are 
then only people who are thinking about  becoming Christians, just 
like the person who still has his nose against that unrelenting glass 
at the showroom.  But there’s one important difference… 
   We can’t pick and choose which options we want in God’s gift of 
eternal security with Him like we can with a car.  We must take it the 
way He packaged it for us. If we don’t like the fact that we should, for 
example, quit drinking or quit living with a lover, and we want to find 
ways to ‘opt-out’ of some of the things God has spelled out on His 
window sticker (His Bible), then he won’t close the deal with us. So, 
if we’re wasting time trying to create our own version of what God’s 
deal should  be for us, rather than just accepting this gift as it has 
been offered to us, then we can’t yet call ourselves Christians. 
   We can say that we are in deep consideration of becoming a 
Christian, or that we are very much trying to become one, but we 
can’t rightfully say that we’ve actually become a Christian until 
we’ve done so, otherwise my friends, we may also be adding a 
serious lie to our sins that we’ll have to answer for later. 
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