
It's easy to follow a crowd.  That's why it is
going to BE the crowd, that goes to the 
depths of hell for all eternity.

(If you follow the crowd while you're here on earth, 
you'll most likely follow them all the way to hell.)

   As hard as it may seem, we are to avoid getting involved in 
much of what the rest of the world is doing around us.
   Christ illustrated this mass exodus into hell very clearly in 
Matthew chapter 7, verses 13 & 14:

The Bible says, "be not conformed" to them.

   "Enter ye in at the straight gate. For wide is the gate and 
broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there 
be which go in thereat. Because straight is the gate and 
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that
find it."

Q:  But I don't really do everything that my friends do, I just 
hang out with them once in a while. And if I don't let them do 
some of the things that they like to do, they might hate me. I 
don't want them to hate me, right?" 

          "If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it 
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his 
own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you." 

 -John 15:18,19

Q:  Is the Bible saying that I should expect them to hate me?

   Well no, not neccesarily. Because some may take a genuine liking
to the way that you may stand for Christ. It rather means that we 
should be prepared if some or more of them are NOT ready to 
accept us, and therefore may disassociate themselves from us due 
to our strict desires to follow what Christ had taught. We should all 
be prepared to be persecuted for our beliefs, even when that 
includes our friends and relatives disliking us for those beliefs.   
-Remember; the greatest commandment is to love God and his 
ways, (not our friends and their ways).

Q:  But I really love my family and friends! I can't just quit 
joining in with them and then just hope that they'll see things 
God's way as I have, can I?

(See Mark 12:30)

   Well, which do you prefer?  You, remaining conformed to their 
way of life and joining them in hell?  Or, them (even if just one) 
someday coming around to your teachings of Christ, where you can 
then meet with them in heaven someday?  Which one speaks better 
of love? Keep in mind that God will not accept compromisers (see 
Rev. 3:16). And if they want you to follow them to hell, do they 
really care about you anyway?

Q:  But what if they don't want to listen? Then what do I do?

   Pray for them diligently while straight-forwardly but lovingly 
showing them the error of their ways when you find opportunities to 
do so. For the Bible also says: 

   "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them."  -Ephesians 5:11

(See Romans 12:2)
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