
 

 

“By Faith” 
 

 
(24)  By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter; 
(25)  Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 
(26)  Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in 
Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. 
(27)  By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he 
endured, as seeing him who is invisible.                          -Hebrews 11:24-27 

 
 

Matthew Henry (1662-1714) commentary on Hebrews 11:24-27 above: 

XII. The faith of Moses himself (Heb_11:24, Heb_11:25, etc.), here observe, 

1. An instance of his faith in conquering the world. 

   (1.) He refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, whose foundling he was, and 
her fondling too; she had adopted him for his son, and he refused it. Observe, [1.] How great a 
temptation Moses was under. Pharaoh's daughter is said to have been his only child, and was 
herself childless; and having found Moses, and saved him as she did, she resolved to take him 
and bring him up as her son; and so he stood fair to be in time king of Egypt, and he might 
thereby have been serviceable to Israel. He owed his life to this princess; and to refuse such 
kindness from her would look not only like ingratitude to her, but a neglect of Providence, that 
seemed to intend his advancement and his brethren's advantage. [2.] How glorious was the 
triumph of his faith in so great a trial. He refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter 
lest he should undervalue the truer honour of being a son of Abraham, the father of the 
faithful; he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter lest it should look like 
renouncing his religion as well as his relation to Israel; and no doubt both these he must have 
done if he had accepted this honour; he therefore nobly refused it. 

   (2.) He chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season, Heb_11:25. He was willing to take his lot with the people of God here, 
though it was a suffering lot, that he might have his portion with them hereafter, rather than to 
enjoy all the sensual sinful pleasures of Pharaoh's court, which would be but for a season, and 
would then be punished with everlasting misery. Herein he acted rationally as well as 
religiously, and conquered the temptation to worldly pleasure as he had done before to worldly 
preferment. Here observe, [1.] The pleasures of sin are and will be but short; they must end in 
speedy repentance or in speedy ruin. [2.] The pleasures of this world, and especially those of a 
court, are too often the pleasures of sin; and they are always so when we cannot enjoy them 
without deserting God and his people. A true believer will despise them when they are offered 
upon such terms. [3.] Suffering is to be chosen rather than sin, there being more evil in the 
least sin than there can be in the greatest suffering. [4.] It greatly alleviates the evil of suffering 
when we suffer with the people of God, embarked in the same interest and animated by the 
same Spirit. 

(3.) He accounted the reproaches of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, 
Heb_11:26. See how Moses weighed matters: in one scale he put the worst of religion - the 
reproaches of Christ, in the other scale the best of the world - the treasures of Egypt; and in 
his judgment, directed by faith, the worst of religion weighed down the best of the world. The 
reproaches of the church of God are the reproaches of Christ, who is, and has ever been, the 
head of the church. Now here Moses conquered the riches of the world, as before he had 
conquered its honours and pleasures. God's people are, and always have been, a reproached 
people. Christ accounts himself reproached in their reproaches; and, while he thus interests 
himself in their reproaches, they become riches, and greater riches than the treasures of the 



richest empire in the world; for Christ will reward them with a crown of glory that fades not 
away. Faith discerns this, and determines and acts accordingly. 

2. The circumstance of time is taken notice of, when Moses by his faith gained this victory 
over the world, in all its honours, pleasures, and treasures: When he had come to years 
(Heb_11:24); not only to years of discretion, but of experience, to the age of forty years - when 
he was great, or had come to maturity. Some would take this as detracting from his victory, 
that he gained it so late, that he did not make this choice sooner; but it is rather an 
enhancement of the honour of his self-denial and victory over the world that he made this 
choice when he had grown ripe for judgment and enjoyment, able to know what he did and 
why he did it. It was not the act of a child, that prefers counters to gold, but it proceeded from 
mature deliberation. It is an excellent thing for persons to be seriously religious when in the 
midst of worldly business and enjoyments, to despise the world when they are most capable of 
relishing and enjoying it. 

3. What it was that supported and strengthened the faith of Moses to such a degree as to 
enable him to gain such a victory over the world: He had respect unto the recompense of 
reward, that is, say some, the deliverance out of Egypt; but doubtless it means much more - 
the glorious reward of faith and fidelity in the other world. Observe here, (1.) Heaven is a great 
reward, surpassing not only all our deservings, but all our conceptions. It is a reward suitable 
to the price paid for it - the blood of Christ; suitable to the perfections of God, and fully 
answering to all his promises. It is a recompense of reward, because given by a righteous Judge 
for the righteousness of Christ to righteous persons, according to the righteous rule of the 
covenant of grace. (2.) Believers may and ought to have respect to this recompense of reward; 
they should acquaint themselves with it, approve of it, and live in the daily and delightful 
expectation of it. Thus it will prove a land-mark to direct their course, a load-stone to draw 
their hearts, a sword to conquer their enemies, a spur to quicken them to duty, and a cordial to 
refresh them under all the difficulties of doing and suffering work. 

4. We have another instance of the faith of Moses, namely, in forsaking Egypt: By faith he 
forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, Heb_11:27. Observe here, (1.) The product of 
his faith: He forsook Egypt, and all its power and pleasures, and undertook the conduct of 
Israel out of it. Twice Moses forsook Egypt: [1.] As a supposed criminal, when the king's wrath 
was incensed against him for killing the Egyptian (Exo_2:14, Exo_2:15), where it is said he 
feared, not with a fear of despondency, but of discretion, to save his life. [2.] As a commander 
and ruler in Jeshurun, after God had employed him to humble Pharaoh and make him willing 
to let Israel go. (2.) The prevalency of his faith. It raised him above the fear of the king's wrath. 
Though he knew that it was great, and levelled at him in particular, and that it marched at the 
head of a numerous host to pursue him, yet he was not dismayed, and he said to Israel, Fear 
not, Exo_14:13. Those who forsook Egypt must expect the wrath of men; but they need not fear 
it, for they are under the conduct of that God who is able to make the wrath of man to praise 
him, and restrain the remainder of it. (3.) The principle upon which his faith acted in these his 
motions: He endured, as seeing him that was invisible. He bore up with invincible courage 
under all danger, and endured all the fatigue of his employment, which was very great; and this 
by seeing the invisible God. Observe, [1.] The God with whom we have to do is an invisible God: 
he is so to our senses, to the eye of the body; and this shows the folly of those who pretend to 
make images of God, whom no man hath seen, nor can see. [2.] By faith we may see [or might I 
say “discern,  understand and thereby trust” -dwaine] this invisible God. We may be fully 
assured of his existence, of his providence, and of his gracious and powerful presence with us. 
[3.] Such a sight of God will enable believers to endure to the end whatever they may meet with 
in the way. 
 

Come out from among today’s Egyptians my brethren, join God’s people just as Moses did…   

by faith! 
 

“Envy not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways.”  —Proverbs 3:31   
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